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a material world which the animals that live
rin it are able to perceive and to think about.
He gave a congruous extension to this Tgiew
in his theory that emotion is purely bodily
sensation, and also in his habit of conceiving
the mind as a total shifting sensibility. To r
pursue this path, however, would have led
him to admit that nature was automatic
and mind simply cognitive, conclusions
from which every instinct in him recoiled.
He preferred to believe that mind and
matter had independent energies and could
lend one another a hand, matter operating
by motion and mind by intention. This
dramatic, amphibious way of picturing causa-
tion is natural to common sense, and might
be defended if it were clearly defined; but
James was insensibly carried away from it
by a subtle implication of his method. This
implication was that experience or mental
discourse not only constituted a set of
substantive facts, but the only substantive
facts; all else, even that material world
which his psychology had postulated, could
be nothing but a verbal or fantastic symbol
for sensations in their experienced order.
So that while nominally the door was kept